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1 North Coogee 
1.1 Background 
North Coogee was created in December 2005 at the request of Cockburn by excising the 
coastal portion of Spearwood and Hamilton Hill.  The report to Council (OCM 14 July 2005) 
noted the request to create North Coogee was desirable prior to the development of the 
South Beach and Port Coogee residential estates.  The report further stated the name was to 
retain the historical relevance to the area.  
 
The proposal was submitted to the Geographic Names Committee (‘GNC’) (September 2005 
meeting) and the name was not supported, and a unique alternative name (without cardinal 
indicators) was requested.  Cockburn advised that North Coogee remained the desired name 
with supporting evidence of the name having already been in use in planning documents 
(Landcorp, Ministry for Planning, et al) since 1997.   
 
The GNC endorsed the name at the December 2005 meeting. 
 
The locality of North Coogee was created to ensure future development post 2005 was 
supported with a name and boundary to meet the expected future growth prior to new 
residents occupying the former industrial area.  
 
North Coogee at the 2016 Census contained a population of 2,388 residents and 1,154 
private dwellings.i  There is currently 3660 property street addresses within Landgate 
property street database.  Lake Coogee in comparison currently contains 2440 property 
street addresses. 
 

1.2 Current Situation 
Cockburn have submitted to Landgate a request to consider the recommendation of Council 
to support the request. 
 
The proposal is assessed and considered in terms of the Policies and Standards for 
Geographic Naming in Western Australia, the Australian Standard AS/NZS 4819 rural and 
urban addressing, and by Landgate under delegated authority of the Minister for Lands, 
Section 26 and 26(a) of the Land Administration Act 1997.  
 
Port Coogee estate is marketed and sold by Frasers Property Port Coogee who have 
predominately promoted the estate name Port Coogee. The sales office correctly uses the 
street address of Maraboo Loop, North Coogee. 
 
Properties within North Coogee (South Beach proposal) are being marketed by Oceanfront 
South Beach as South Beach estate with a sales office correctly addressed at Ocean Drive, 
North Coogee. 
 
The sale and marketing of land in respect to the name North Coogee must be considered in 
terms of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth), Schedule 2: Australian Consumer 
Law, Section 30 False or misleading representations about sale etc of land, (d) make a false 
or misleading representation concerning the location of the landii. 
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In the ‘North Coogee Name Change Petition’ (‘Petition’) dated February 2021 (and additional 
Addendums) jointly submitted to Cockburn by the PCCA and SBCG, the following points are 
noted – 

• The petition was presented to Cockburn for support and submission to Landgate 
• The reason for change is based on strong emotional attachment to the locally 

prompted estate names due to marketing by the sellers 
• The existing name of North Coogee is stated as having issues with wayfinding and a 

lack of geographical or historical identity, postal and delivery issues etc. 
• Community support has been undertaken by canvassing local residents and business 

etc by the PCCA and SBCG and signatories validated by Cockburn 
• Physical division within the existing North Coogee due to the South Fremantle Power 

Station, C Y O’Connor Reserve and (unapproved named) Cockburn Coast Oval. 

Landgate sought comment from the City of Fremantle, the Department of Transport 
(Maritime), Fremantle Port Authority and Australia Post (Address team), regarding the 
proposal, specifically the application of the words ‘Port’ and ‘South Beach’.  
 
The City of Fremantle has expressed concerns about the application of Landgate’s Policies 
and Standards for Geographic Naming in Western Australia (‘Policy’) in regard to applying a 
name to an area that does not contain the topographic feature.  In this proposal the beach, 
South Beach, is predominantly, if not exclusively contained within the City of Fremantle’s 
locality of South Fremantle.  A search of maps and 1944 onwards Street Directories indicates 
that the location of the beach has consistently been centered on the Douro Road groyne.  
 
Historically South Beach has been known as - 

• State Heritage South Beach Foreshore and Wilson Park 
• State Heritage South Beach Horse Exercise Area   

 

The former horse exercise area has been named North Coogee Dog Beach (DPRID BEN) 
and C Y O’Connor Beach (Approved 2003) north and south of Catherine Point at the 
direction of Cockburn. 
 
The City of Fremantle have infrastructure that make application of the beach name – 
including the un-official and locally known South Beach Surf Life Saving Club, South Beach 
dog exercise area, Sunset Markets etc. 
 
The Department of Transport (Maritime) have voiced no objections about the use of the term 
‘Port’ for the proposed locality of Port Coogee.  While noting precedence is not be used as a 
reason to support, Landgate notes the use of the term Port has previously been applied in 
the vicinity – locality of Port Kennedy, which adopted the townsite name (Gazette 1953).  
 
Australia Post have not raised any concerns with the proposal from a future delivery 
perspective for either proposed new name subject to correct and clear addressing being 
allocated and used.  Additional enquires with Australia Post have advised that of the 45 
customer feedback cases lodged in the past 3 months (to July 2021) none were related to 
locality name issues. 
 
No response was received from the Fremantle Port Authority. 
 
In addition to the Policy the Australian Standard for urban and rural addressing (AS/NZS 
4819:2011) has been considered and the following noted -  

• 3.2.2 - Duplication of locality name 
• 3.2.5 - Promotional name 
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• 3.2.9 - Length of locality name 
• 3.4.1 - Enduring localities 
• 3.4.2 - Review of localities 
• 3.5.2 - Spelling to match the source 
• 3.5.9 - Suffixes or prefixes in locality names 

 
Neither name is formally duplicated localities within Australia, however the other States have 
noted the name South Beach is used as an unapproved descriptive name on occasion within 
their jurisdictions and that the name Coogee is becoming overused.  The DRIPD BEN’s 
project have identified and signposted South Beach and South Beach Surf Break (Shire of 
Augusta Margaret River) and South Beach (Shire of Irwin). 
 
The use of cardinal indicators (ie South) is not supported for use in a locality name, however 
when the name is derived from a feature of the same name it may be considered.  Any 
reference to legacy naming as a precedence shall not used to support this proposal.  
 
In Western Australia we have the localities of Coogee, North Coogee and Lake Coogee all 
within Cockburn.  Replacing North Coogee with Port Coogee maintains the status quo.  
 
While Landgate notes the community’s desire to change through petitioning Cockburn, and 
the subsequent Elected Members endorsement to support the petitioners request, Landgate 
would be unable to proceed without evidence to support the stated confusion and formal 
community consultation being undertaken. 
 
Petitions present only one point of view from the voluntary signatories represented.  There 
remain other interested parties (absentee landowners, properties held in company names 
etc) who’s views need to be ascertained through a formal consultation process.   
 
Cockburn undertook a similar consultation process when the locality of Lake Coogee was 
proposed to partially replace portions of Munster and consistency in repeating this approach 
should be maintained to ensure an open and transparent process is undertaken on the local 
community.  
 
There has been no evidence presented to date to support the proponents reasoning that the 
locality name of North Coogee is source of concern or confusion.  The assertion that 
couriers, taxi and emergency services have confused North Coogee and Coogee would only 
be possible if the correct address is not being used/stated as road names are unique within 
each.   
 
Changing North Coogee to another similar name may not resolve the current confusion 
(between the existing North Coogee and Coogee) when correct addresses are not used. 
 
Cockburn will need to engage further with the proponents to substantiate this claim. 
Substituting the North for Port may in fact create greater confusion due to embedded in-car 
navigation systems, online maps etc not being updated. 
 
A search of Landgate geographic names and street address records for the last 5 years does 
not contain any customer complaints/concerns regarding the application of the name North 
Coogee. 
 
Landgate is not supportive of changing locality names or boundary definitions without sound 
evidence-based reasoning for implementing a change.  This aspect must be proven by the 
proponents and supported by Cockburn for the proposal to be progressed. 
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Cockburn are requested to consult with all North Coogee residents to ensure a fair, equitable 
and consistent approach is undertaken for all ratepayers and is not being driven by the 
interests of the PCCA and SBCG. 
 

2 Port Coogee 
In summary, while initially an estate name, the name Port Coogee has continued to be 
retained and applied locally in the vicinity of the marina.  Business names have incorrectly 
made use – aged care provider, Agis Port Coogee, Dome Café Port Coogee, and the Port 
Coogee Village Shopping Centre which includes the Woolworths Port Coogee store – 
perpetrating the estate name into common usage. 
 
The former South Fremantle Power Station is currently being offered for sale by Synergy and 
will once redeveloped has occurred will remove the current perceived disconnect within North 
Coogeeiii. 
 
The size of the proposal new locality is of sufficient size to be supported. 
 
Landgate’s response to Cockburn – 
 
Landgate would consider renaming of part of North Coogee to Port Coogee as follows - 

• Cockburn requesting supporting evidence to substantiate the claims of confusion with 
the existing name of North Coogee be provided in the first instance from the PCCA 
and SBCG to enable further consideration by Landgate 

• Subject to evidence-based reasoning being provided and supported by Cockburn and 
Landgate, in-principal support will be granted to Cockburn to undertake formal 
community consultation for Port Coogee  

• Subject to community and Cockburn endorsement Landgate will support the creation 
of Port Coogee and shown on the map (subject to final boundary determination).  

 

3 South Beach 
In summary, while recent subdivisions have marketed the estate name by associating the 
topographic feature, the name South Beach appears to have also been locally adopted for 
the residential area of North Coogee. 
 
There does not appear to be any business names within that proposed area using the name 
South Beach directly impacted.  There does however appear to be business names using 
South Beach within South Fremantle that may be impacted. 
 
The size of the proposal new locality is of sufficient size to be supported. 
 
Landgate’s response to Cockburn - 
 
Landgate does not support the renaming of part of North Coogee to South Beach as follows - 

• Landgate does not support the creation of the locality of South Beach due the name 
being a historically and locally known established feature (beach) situated outside of 
the proposed boundaries as indicated on the map 

• Noting the City of Fremantle’s comments  
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• Subject to evidence-based reasoning being provided and supported by Cockburn and 
Landgate, in-principal support may be granted to Cockburn to undertake formal 
community consultation to consider a new alternative compliant name for the balance 
of North Coogee 

• Cockburn to undertake community consultation with the new proposed name (pre 
endorsed by Landgate). 

 

4 Geographic Names Committee 
Noting the significance of the proposal and the prospect of opposing views, the above was be 
presented to the GNC for noting and advice at the 2 September 2021 meeting. 
 
The GNC have noted Landgate’s consideration of the proposal and recommend - 

• Subject to supporting evidence and rationale for renaming North Coogee. 
• To only support the renaming where the name North Coogee is replaced in its 

entirety 
• To support the name Port Coogee for the area proposed on the City of Cockburn 

map subject to the City undertaking community consultation and endorsement by 
the Elected Members based on the consultation results 

• To not support the name South Beach for the area proposed on the City of 
Cockburn map due to the name being well known and an established 
topographic feature (beach) located within the locality of South Fremantle and 
the disconnect the proposed South Beach locality from the feature 

• Notes that the remaining portion of North Coogee (proposed South Beach 
section) may result in further community request to change. Landgate and the 
GNC would consider a future name request based on a compliant name being 
proposed and supported by Cockburn. 

 

5 Landgate’s response 
Landgate has considered the proposal to rename North Coogee to Port Coogee and South 
Beach in terms of the current governing Polices, Standards and advice from the GNC and 
stakeholders and determined to; 

• Support the City of Cockburn in further investigating the claims of community concerns 
with the existing name of North Coogee and request evidence from affected residents 

• To not support a change that is based on strong emotional attachment to the locally 
adopted estate names given the name North Coogee was created in 2005 to create a 
unique community identity prior to urbanisation 

• To not support the name South Beach and in consultation with the community and 
Landgate consider an alternative name(s) 

• Where evidence supports the claims of confusion, to progress the proposal to 
community consultation to rename North Coogee in its entirety 

• To continue engaging with Landgate on the proposal. 

 
i https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/quickstat/SSC51125  
ii https://www.australiancontractlaw.com/legislation/acl/acl30.html  
iii https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2021/06/South-Fremantle-Power-Station-to-be-sold-for-
redevelopment.aspx  
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